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I  n early December, after attending a NERGC delegates meeting the previous day, John Leppman and I attended a talk by Roger Lustig entitled: ñJewish Research in the Germaniesò sponsored 
by the Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston (JGSGB). A subject that I knew little 
about, but found it fascinating nevertheless. What I found quite interesting was how similar the in-
formation found in German records was to Vermont records from the same time period. Early mar-
riage records for instance do not include the names of parents and places of birth. 
 
As I mentioned in the last Newsletter, the Fifteenth New England Regional Genealogical Con-
ference (NERGC) will be held April 3-6, 2019 in Manchester, N.H., at the former Radisson, which 
has now become DoubleTree by Hilton Manchester Downtown Hotel. GSVôs sponsored speaker 
will be Mariessa Dobrick, CA Archivist II VSARA. Her presentation entitled: ñBe it Remem-
bered: Researching Vermont Court Recordsò and will be on Saturday April 6, 2019 in the 
3:15p.m.-4:15 p.m. time slot. Mariessa has been an archivist at the Vermont State Archives since 
2011. She holds a BA in French and a MA with a certificate in Archives and Records Administra-
tion from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. An avid genealogist, she delights in helping people 
find their family stories in unexpected places. 
 
NERGC program brochures are now available, and if you would like one (or more) please let me 
know, while I still have a few left. Once again I will mention that GSV is a  charter member of the 
New England Regional Genealogical Consortium, which puts on the conference, and therefore we 
are required to provide twenty-five hours of volunteer time at the conference. Please email me if 
you are interested in helping GSV meet our requirement by providing volunteer time. It would be 
greatly appreciated. I can be reached at: stevens@vermontel.net. More information on NERGC 
can be found on page 2 of this Newsletter. Additional information about the conference can be 
found online at: www.nergc.com. 

 
Wishing everyone exciting new discoveries in your genealogical research in the New Year.  
 

Jonathan W. Stevens, President 

15
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Virginia W. Koster of  
Boston, Massachusetts 

 
 

Robert M. Murphy of  
Barre, Vermont 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
Enthusiasm is high for these popular, informal mini gatherings which will be held on Thursday, April 4th, at 7:15 p.m. Itôs an op-
portunity to meet and share with conference participants and hosts on a wide range of topics. Check out upcoming E-zines, the 
NERGC blog on our website and Facebook page, and www.NERGC.org for specific topics & more information. 
 
ANCESTORS ROAD SHOW 
Does your research need a jump start? Are you just beginning and donôt know where to start? Do you need help reading and analyz-
ing an old document? Have you hit that proverbial brick wall? Having someone with experience and expertise analyze your work 
might provide you with a new perspective to help you continue your research. This is your chance to consult with a professional 
genealogist. Twenty-minute Road Show consultations will be available on a first come, first-served basis and are limited to one per 
registered conference attendee. Check out upcoming E-zines and www.NERGC.org for specific topics & more information. 
 
EXHIBIT HALL 
The Exhibit Hall has it all - books, maps, educational opportunities. The space is flexible and inviting. The Exhibit Hall will be 
open three full days with unopposed Exhibit Hall hours, so you will not have to choose between attending lectures and visiting the 
vendors. In addition, there will be a presentation area in the Exhibit Hall where short lectures on special subjects 
and product demonstrations will be given. (Info: nergcexhibits@gmail.com) 
 
Remember GSV is Booth No. 100. 
 
 
GENEALOGICAL QUERIES 
A Query Board will be set up in the lobby area of the conference center. Following your online registration, you will have the op-
portunity to submit your query for display at the conference. If you are interested, please indicate a contact method and say, óok to 
post.ô Those with permission granted will be posted on our website after the conference. The preferred format uses standard abbre-
viations and the date written as 27 July 1927. Show birth, death, marriage in that order, with event location shown before date and 
all known information stated before the question is asked. Remember to include your contact information! 
 
SAMPLE QUERY: 
JONES, Mehetable, b. Hartford CT abt 1790, m Middletown, CT 23 Mar 1823 to BUSHNELL, John b. Hartford OR Wethersfield, 
CT c 1785 Need bdt, par of John. Janet Johnson <address> or <email>. 
 
WEDNESDAY EVENING RECEPTION: THE MILLYARD MUSEUM 
SPONSORED BY ACGS 
 
Join us at 6:00 p.m. for an informative and entertaining evening at the Millyard Museum. The Museum was opened in 2001 by the 
Manchester Historic Association in one of the renovated mill buildings of the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company at the corner 
of Commercial and Pleasant Streets. It is home to the permanent exhibit, Woven in Time, 11,000 Years at Amoskeag Falls, that 
tells the story of Manchester from the time of the earliest settlement to the present time. This, and the museum's changing exhibits, 
include selections from the organization's vast collections. The Manchester Historic Association was established in 1896, 50 years 
after Manchester became the Granite Stateôs first city. Conscious that the achievements of its past leaders were becoming fast fad-
ing memories and concerned that the artifacts chronicling Manchesterôs growth from a village to an industrial city could soon van-
ish, its founders began to collect, preserve, and share Manchesterôs history so that the growing, changing city would retain ties to its 
past. The Association provides educational programs for children and adults and organizes historic preservation initiatives. The 
Research Center, renovated in 2006, houses the Association's library and archives where the records of the Amoskeag Manufactur-
ing Company can be found along with archival collections of Manchester families, businesses and organizations. The Research 
Center maintains a large photograph collection, and has a collection of books, oral histories, ephemera, artwork, manuscripts and 
other materials. Researchers may also access the Association's collections of Native American artifacts, and other types of historical 
objects through the auspices of the Research Center located at 129 Amherst Street, facing Victory Park, in the heart of the city. The 
reception will include light refreshments and the opportunity to tour the museumôs exhibits at a cost of $15 per person. 
 
MILITARY DAY (Wednesday) 
SPONSORED BY NEHGS 
NERGCôs first Military Day with David Allen Lambert provides the opportunity for genealogists to focus on military topics that 
might not otherwise be included in a general conference for a broad audience. The day will include a series of lectures covering 
Colonial Conflicts, Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Civil War, WWI and WWII. 

G e n e a l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  V e r m o n t P a g e  2 D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 8 

NERGC 2019 Information Part Two 



 

 

 P a g e  3 V o l u m e  2 5 ,  I s s u e  4 ,  W h o l e  N o .  1 0 0 

Back Issues of Branches and Twigs :  
 
For the first time in several years, selected back issue of GSVôs first publication are available for purchase at $2.50 each, plus 

$2.50 shipping  for the first copy and $1.00  for each additional copy.  

 
Issues Available: 

 
Volume 18: 2 Spring 1989, Volume 18: 3 Summer 1989, Volume 19: 4 Autumn 1990. 

 
Volume 20: 1 Winter 1991, Volume 20: 2 Spring 1991, Volume 20: 3 Summer 1991, Volume 20: 4 Autumn 1991. 

 
Volume 21: 1 Winter 1992, Volume 21: 2 Spring 1992, Volume 21: 3 Summer 1992, Volume 21: 4 Autumn 1992. 

 
Volume 24: 1 Winter 1995, Volume 24: 2 Spring 1995. 

 

INDEX TO BRANCHES  
& TWIGS, 1972ð1995  

by Robert M. Murphy, ed. 2000, 572 pp.,  
hardbound. Item No. GSV 7.  

 

Special Winter Sale Price $20  
 

Plus $4.50 shipping and handling for the first copy and 
$1.00 for each additional copy.  

 
Regular price $58.50 members,  

$65.00 nonmembers.  
 
 

Back In Print 
 

Vital Records of  Rockingham, Vermont  
and the Records 

 of the First Church of Rockingham 
 
 

$27.00 members,  
$30.00 non-members.  

 
plus $4.50 shipping  for the first copy and $1.00  

for each additional copy  
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SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH (15 November 2018), FamilySearch International announced free access to over 150 million 
Italian historical genealogical recordsðthe largest online collection of its kind. The unprecedented initiative is the result of 
collaboration between FamilySearch, the Italian government, the Italian State Archives (Direzione Generale per gli Archivi or 
DGA), and many other archives. The free collections include over 200 years of digitized images of birth, marriage, death, and other 
significant family history records from all regions of Italy and many other repositories. Search the free Italy collections online 
at FamilySearch.org.  
 
Over 100 million people worldwide claim Italian roots. Today, tracing their origins to Italy is much easier. Joel Conte and his wife 
Victoria, both third generation Italians living in the United States, were able to extend their Italian lines back many generations us-
ing the newly accessible, free records online. ñUsing the Italian records and FamilySearch Family Tree hints, we were miraculously 
able to trace our Italian family back many generations in a short period of time,ò said Conte. ñIt would have taken us years and dec-
ades previously to accomplish it.ò  
 
FamilySearch has been preserving historical records from Italy archives for decades. In 2011, it launched a massive collaborative 
effort with the National Archives of Italy (DGA) that is proving to be ñLa Stele di Rosettaò (Rosetta Stone) for Italian descendants 
like Conte all over the world seeking their family origins. This project was the seminal initiative for all Italian historical projects 
with far reaching impacts.  
 
The effort has reached its initial goal to digitize all available birth, marriage, and death records from 1806 to 1945 found in the civil 
registrations of Italy in every state archive and make them available for free online. FamilySearch is now focusing on its second, 
much more challenging goal, to use online volunteers to create a searchable online database that makes every name, place, and date 
in each record (estimated to be over 500 million names) easily discoverable on any internet-enabled deviceðfor free.  
 
The Italy civil registration records are the most complete of FamilySearchôs collections. FamilySearch also has Church records in 
Italy dating back to the 1500s. Starting a little later, Italy's court (tribunali) records can be found. Civil records became available 
after 1806. After annexing large sections of Italy during his reign, Napoleon Bonaparte introduced civil registration and the manda-
tory creation of duplicate records. Copies of birth, citizenship or residency, marriage, and death documents were kept in the com-
munity, and a second set were sent to the court having jurisdiction for the area. Today, these are a gold mine for Italian family his-
tory researchersðas they continue to become accessible online.  
 
Through agreements with Italian governments and other repositories, FamilySearch is preserving not only the civil records online, 
but also millions more from archives throughout Italyðessentially helping to open Italian archives to patrons all over the world, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. The digital images are also a safety net against natural calamities and loss to human handling.  
FamilySearch has an ongoing goal to process over 15 million newly digitized historical records and scanned microfilm images 
yearly.  
 
"Amazingly, we will finish digitizing the civil records of all the Italian provinces in 2019, but the indexes that make the records 
easily searchable by name will take many more years," said Laura Giometta, who leads the FamilySearch Italian Records program. 
Until the records are indexed, they can be searched as a free digital image collection online.  
 
FamilySearch online volunteers from around the world are indexing the Italian records. "We have learned that English speakers 
with no prior foreign language experience can index the Italian historic records accurately without becoming fluent by learning to 
recognize key words through online training," said Ornella Lepore, indexing supervisor. She said very difficult records are still han-
dled by language experts.  
 
Lepore says about 2,000 online volunteers are helping index the recordsðmore than 1,000 from the US, about 530 more in Italy, 
and the rest from other countries.  
  
 
 
 
FamilySearch.org Press Release 
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Bernard Bourgeois 
66 S Main St. 
Rutland, VT  05701 
email: revbwb@gmail.com 
researching: Bronson, Bowen, Waite, Elwell, Eddy 
 
Cathy Lilburne 
29 Garrisons Landing 
Garrison, NY 10524 
email: lilburne@highlands.com 
researching: Clark, Read, Garfield, Duncan 
  
John Predom 
PO Box 385 
Island Pond, VT  05846 
email: jpredom@gmail.com 
researching: Predom, Mahoney, Jackson, Parker, Penor 

Descendants of Giles Roberts of Scarborough, Maine  
 

by Joann H. Nichols  
 

For $10, plus $4.50 shipping for the first copy  
and $1.00 for each additional copy  

 
 
Donôt let the title mislead you, Giles Roberts was the immigrant ancestor. This book contains a wealth of information on the Roberts family  
in Vermont. Towns mentioned are:  
 
Barnet, Barre, Berlin, Bethel, Brandon, Brattleboro, Bristol, Brookfield, Brookline, Burlington, Cavendish, Dover, Dummerston, Fairlee, Fletch-
er, Grafton, Greensboro, Guilford, Halifax, Hardwick, Hartford, Hyde Park, Jamaica, Londonderry, Lyndon, Montpelier, Moretown, Morris-
town, Morrisville, Pomfret, Putney, Readsboro, Rochester, Rockingham, Rutland, Somerset, Springfield, St. Johnsbury, Stratton, Sutton, Thetford, 
Topsham, Townshend, Tunbridge, Underhill, Walden. Wallingford, Wardsboro, Washington, Waterbury, Weathersfield, Westford, Westminster, 
West Fairlee, Weston, Wilmington and Woodstock.  

New Members  
Sudbury, Vermont:  

Genealogies, Vital Records, and Census Records 
by Mary Ann Z. Wheeler 

 
 

Special Winter Sale Price $20  
 
 

plus $4.50 shipping  for the first copy and $1.00  
for each additional copy  

 
 

Regular price $44.55 members, $49.50 non-members.  

 
 
 
 
 

This postcard entitled: 
ñCompany D  
at New Armory,  
St. Johnsbury, VTò 

 
is postmarked  
Sept. 1, 1919  

Newport & Springfield 
RPO 

 
The railway post office 
for the route from  
Newport Vt. to  
Springfield, Mass.  
The route was  
a distance  

of 229.60 miles. 

mailto:revbwb@gmail.com
mailto:lilburne@highlands.com
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